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MR. CHAIRMLN: Good morning, gentlemesn. I'd like to call to order this neeting
of the Select Conmittee on The Alkeria Heritage Savings Truszst fuad Act, and to
welcone the Minister of Environnent, Mr. Jack Cookson, who iz vith us this

norning.

As iz our custon, lMr. Cooxson, per
two membars of your departiment who a
be known to menbezrz of our coanittes.

roducing the

nass you could begin b nt
re with uz today, either of thom nay not

.

MR. CCOKSON: Mr. Chaizanan and nenbers of th
deputy minister and Henry Thiesszen 1

2
on ny lefxt

MR. CHAIRMAN: M Minister, before we turn the tTinme over to general

questioining, did vou uvish to nake @nv opening connments on veour departnent, at
least those projec ts within your deparirment that are xelated to the Heritage
Savingz Truszt Fund?

I might add, Mr. Cookszon, that if vou prefer to stand while us're in
connittee, feel fres to do so, but it could be a lengthy hcour, znd please feel
frese to remain seated.

MR. COOXSCN: Thanks very much. BMr rna
perhaps just a quick overview of the sesponsibki
several areas.

nenbers of the comnittee,

s
ities of Environnen
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Kunber one, we have had funding on a year by vear basiz for cerial

reclanation projectz approvasd by government. The funding is basizal

designed to deal with *ccla:ation projscts that primarily happensd p

thc inception of the Heritage Savings Trust Fund, and zo w2 rest

to thosze areas because, as you kncw, we have a deposit fund now

reclanation which iz handled by our dzpartaent. In the last se
an

several ysars we
have done a lot of reclanation of abandoned gr_vel pits, sewage la
Z no
c

Q0NS,
source out
ated on a year
just how nuch ue
metinas above, and
az you nicht like te aszk. I have a

n g

garbage disposal areas, these sorts ¢ th
there that we can txp for reclunzatien fun
by yvear basis $5 million, of which it's di
would nornally use. It sonetines ruans bel
there pay be 30nR2 questions on specific ar
list of those and the anountz euxpendad

uype .

In addition, we have been allecated funding for four maijor projects in the
province: Lesczcer Slave Lake, the Paddle River dam, Capital City Park in
Ednonton, and Fish Creek Park in Calgary. Thoce four projects are in varying

elepnent.

! C
degrees of dev e
Thoze arx rimarily the areas in which we are
a 3

P did; az
you knouw, alle a conzidarable zun for irri:
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cate ati ork in ths south csone
tinme ago, and that 15 proceeding perhnnzs slcuwly at this time because of czone
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unkncwn factorz. But it's ongoinyg, and it'z jointly fundzd from the heritage
trust fund with Environrent and Agriculture.
are rea

Thoze 1ly cur bhazic responsibilitiec.

P2, CHAIRMAN: Thank vyouw, Mr. Minister. Queztions from the conmittes,
beginning with [Mr. Clark.

IMR. R. CLARX: Mr. Chairman, to the minister. My colleague Mr. Speakar will be
here in a neoment, and he is farx inZoxned in the irrigation axea than I,

nore

but I would like to ztart with the reclamation projects.
tir. Minister, you indicated you had a lizt of the proje

approved. Perhaps rmenbers of the comnittee could get a copy of that list and

the cost of the projects. How that we have the depozit fund, how nuczh longer

jown the road are we looking at this catch-up periocd, albeit the purpose of

the program was to catch up on situations that developed over a period of

2 which have been
P

vears? s I understand this devosit fuad carme into effect sone years ago nouw,
an indication of how ruch noney iz in that fund, and how nuch longer will we
be looking at an allocation that's been in the vicinity, I guess, of $100

rnillion a year for thiz Yind of funding out of the Heritage Savings Trust
Fund?

MR. CCCXSON: lMr. Chairnan, th
present time. I gu u
the ternz of the per

e's about $3.7 million in tha fund at the
bs juszt speculation on nvy part to advize con
ve're looking at before we, in a sensa, could

wind down the program. The normal prozasdure iz to have the lccal authorities

suoﬁ't on a year by year basiz the projects they would like to have azcepted

or reclamation. £ you uze the figure of perhaps 10 abandoned pro)ccts in
each county acrozs the province prior to cur deposit fund, and you precunme
that we can handle cne to tuo per yvear, I zuppose it woculd be safe to

n
i five years. Bult I think vou
would prebably be pretty locw in your figure. would think it will take

=
o

speculate that we could perhaps handle those in
i I

consziderably mors time than that to coaplets the total progran.

iR. R. CLARK: So that, Mz. Chairnan to the ninizter, in all likelihood uc're
looking at a call fron the fund for at lcast another five vears to nest the
objectives of the proyram? Is that rather z ballpark figure?

MR. COOKSON: I would thin

X I
thc governnent to extend the prog

1R. PANL: Mr. Chairman, to the niniszter, just for clarificatien. It's ay
understanding that zome of these meneys are going to reclanation of old ceal
nines and it secens to re froa ny bovhood davs at Hanna a farner would cdiscover
these things rather suddanly at tinmzxs. Is it 2 correct assunpiion to say that
old, abandoned coal mines will continues to hecone problens over & leng peried
of tire, =o that that suggests an cpen-endedness to 1t7?

MR. CCCXSOH: I think that would bro

oba h
of '7'—/9 funds expendesd -- that's priecr to
W

his <o L :
sorc idca of thr range of projects we have undextaken., T wen't list then all
but just give vou a gencral idea of the zumas. lle've zpent $1,700 on Hielsen
-- sone of vou may know that: Strandbaorg, $2,000:; Thealzsr -- soneone may know
the locations of thecze -- Wairt; Nichols: ths Drunheller slag pile.  And uwhile
we're talking about glne piles, wa're woxking en, for exanple, the cone in the



Crowznest Pasz. $83,00) waz expended con that lazt year. Mehillizteor, boulter,
Job, Grccnuuy, have all had varying snounts zpeni in the ye2ar 178-79. and that
e totnl reclamziion is conpleted. He could ke

doesn't necescarily mrzan that th
allocating mere sums to that.

MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, to the minister. Iz it pozssible for us to get a
copy of the information? The leocaticnz would bz helofrl oo

MR. KROTLEY: Mr. Minister, I uonder if we could rove *to the prowvin

cial park
section. First of all, Fish Creek Provincial Park. I have paze 18 ¢f last
year's report and also page 2% of thisz year’s report. The staiznent iz nade
on page 18 of laszt vear'z report that the purchaze of land for this project iz
expected to be completed in 1978-79 at a total cozt of $15 nillion. So last
year us were going to conplete the purchaszs of all the land. This year Fish
Creek is expecied to be completed in 1932. During 1978-79 $2 rillion uas

expendzd on the purchase of land.

What I would like vou to do, Mr. Minister, if you would pleaze, is bring the
comnittee up to date on the amount of land that has now been purchased, the
anount of land that iz still left in dispute, i1f any, and uvhat the average

price per acre has been.

MR. COOXSCH: That probably would taks just a little bit of *ime, Mr. Chairman.
I night be able to put that together cduring the process this morning, il
perhaps you would want it to lezd to something elze. I can indicate to the
comnittee that practically all the land purchases ceonpleted in that general
arca with the exception of about two properties. One in particular, as you
¥now, is the Mannix property uwhich iz in the process of expropriation. Of
course we wWill have no idea of the price tag atiached to that propexty until

the exprepriation proceeding is completed.
I don't know whether ny backup creu can provide the informatien at this
.

stage to ansusr your zpecific question on the total acres puxchaced, tha price
per acre, and the total amount vet to be purchased, but we'll give it a whirl.
MR. THIESSZM: I'd like to respond briefly to that. There are approxinately
2,800 acres that been purchased for the Fisch Creek Parxk, which includas the
three properties that are being expropriated. The range of values haos
probably run froa about $5,000 per acre to in the order of $16.000 per acre.
The three properties under expropriation total approxinately 450 acres and, as
the rinister says, we rcally do not know at this time how ruch we'll end up
having to pay for those lands. They'xre being contested, ani we won't know how
nuch we'll have to pay for thoze particular parzcels until me tine after it's

been heaxd by the courts.

MR. NOTLEY: Mr. M
it won't be pe

nind. The esxpropr
will ke; that is
that can be legi
conrenced earlie

r, I realize houw expropriation law works and therefore
this stage to know. llowever, two questionz cons to ny
n preceedings have a bearing con what the final trount

. ings, and I think the queztion
tinately raised iz u“y erpropriation procecdings 't

r, rather than waiting until land values have rzeached such
extravugant figures in the Calgary azza, which nust inevitably -- &5
interpret the present expropriation Act -- have a significant besaring con uhat
the £inal auard will be.

omnancenent of vrocesd

00
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[MR. COOXSON: lr. Chairman, I think on that point I would like to respend in
this way. While we know uwhat's happensd in Alberita iz a fact, that land
values have increazed, wve can't prezurne that thzt i35 going to happen. So uhen
we delay expropriation it'z not on the basiz of uhather woe think the land
valuez are going te increcase or not increase. I think it's fair to say that
there are some partz of Canada where probably the land values are decreazing.

I juzt want to make the point that before w: proceed with euxpropriation use
o not prejudge the outcome or the wvalus which land will reach. 2acaucse of
the proceuu** laid doun through expropriation, and becauss, I think it's fair
to =ay, it's a general concern of goverznrment that they do not prozesd in &
heavvhanded way acquiring property from private individuals, we dofar
exproprintion proceedings vntil we can ,at;s:y ourselves that we have
exerciced all the norrmal procedures in acquiszition of preperty. In The
Expropriation Act it's quite clear that you h\v <o substantiate
expropriation, that you have to make a caze for it. One haz *o *then, on that
assunptil ary.

on, exercise all the requirsments neces
Just to conclude, Mr. Chalrnan, ws could do i

o

s al e
for the rxequirxenents of The Expropriction Act, and on the assumptiosn that land
values were going o increase we could zlap expropriation con all the properiv
owners rienht fron the beginning. I don't think that would be acceptable to
the public, to this governnment, or to the Member for Spirit River-Falirview

MR. NOTLEY: Mr. Minizter, I don't think anyone is suggesting that we
imrnediately move with expropriation. Thare is no question that the obvious
place to start is with negetiation. I guess the question that really arisss
iz: at what point dees the normally prudent lndlvidual and a normally prudent
govzernnent declde that the process of negotiation doessn't werk any rnore and we
have 1o begin ecxpropriation. I would think at that point the genezal
escalation of land values which has ozcurred in the Calgary area nou for the
lact £ix or seven years at leact ~- nore than that, indeed, but particularzly
in an acute way in the last few vears -- i
nind.

'n
v
1
Q
i1
o
et
>
-
o]
n
k
o
o
ri
€
(s}
(o4
’c-l
[o
o2
o
o
o]
o)
D
[

iniztex, last year vhen the forner minister was here, he indicated --
and this was before the governnent had decided to proceed with expropriaticn
== that it night k2 poscible to conmplcete the park without in fact purchasinag
thoce additionnl preoperties. I believe at that tine there uexe five
properiies: the three you've alluded to and two cthers. Mr. Minister, the
gquesticn I would put to you izt why did the governnent finully decide to
preceed with expropriation asz opposed to considering the option that the

ninister indicated he uvas entertaining a vear ago?

MR. COUXSCH: Mr. Chairnnn, perhaps I could refer that to cone of rnv comnlittee.
I think probably it's fair to ask when it is5 prudent te make that judgnent. I
think that'zs the ba your question.
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[MR. THIESSEN: Several of the properties owned bv the Shaw fanily lie
innmediately west of the Macleod Trail, so that if we wouldn’t have acquire
thoze lands through evpropriation ue would have € d
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the Bow River right to the Indian rezerve,
develcpments in therxe.

to the nini
because, az
ceptionz weuld no
as to the dizcuszi
14 be necezzary
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MR. COOXSON: Mr. Chairran, I'n not zure whether ny pecopla
in thiz respect, and I'm not =zure that I cwer it be
uestions that were raiced to the fornsrx ster I can

3 ner steor.
any dialogue that went on with regaxd nin
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MR. NOTLEY:
took place 1
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Minister, I don't
=~ a

azt vyear. hat I'n
last year. It wacz dropped, and there
dropping it, becaousze we're looking at
end up payving. It could be substan
about millionz of dollars, obvicusly
conzideration given to that cption
expropriation route rather than deletin
alternatives would have besen to deolet

I'd like to find out frem the niniz
that decision which occurred between
vear's comnittes neeting.
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MR. PAHL: Mr. Chairnan, perhaps I could a
I think part cf this comnittee'z nandzte
funds that axre available fron the Heritage Savin
a littlc bit of exception to the view of the Mas
that ,000 to 515 000 an acre is an e:trnvwg“ﬂ
Mill bloods cozt me something like €35,000
linitz has to be expensive.

The question I would have
expropriation a question of
prudent to pay? In oth
of the land were willing
to expreopriation. So,
the land being up
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considered, I tnink in light of the need for recreational lands in the
2 gdeczlzion and instruzted uz to proceed
> ¢

Calgary area the govexrnmant nade the &
with the acquiszition and, if necezoa
don't think I could reczgzond basyond

h
‘

given to uz that the lands should be acqui

MR. HOTLEY: I sze. So it was esczntially @ political decizien. 1 don't zay
that in a partizan sencze, but a decizion by the political leaderzhip cn
whether the park should be extended.

M. COCGKS5CH: Mr. Chairman, I think that would bYe a falir statenen

)
the government cane to the concluzien that additional properiy 1
what we would consider a visble, practical kind of park, and the
decisicn was nade To acquire the property.

MR. NHOTLEY: I couldn't agree with you nore, Mrz. Pahl

. If ve could get the
land for $5,000 to $15.000 an acre I would bs very happv. The real problen I
think we face in expropriation is that it could be scmewhat higher than
$15,090 an acre. The reazon ti

12}

1On a to th r nending on what
the final decicion 13, that could be & very subzstantizal armount of naonevy. Ve
are cdealing with Heritage Trust Fund roney, and cne has to kalance ulzther the
addition of this land to the park iz worth what cculd be zigrificantly norxe
o

than $15,000 an acre.
1MR. CQOKSOH: That's correct.

‘. HOTLEY: Do we havae any figure
area at the nmoment?

@
£
5
|
a

1. could be conparable prices in the

M. COCKSOM: I don't know uwhether you uwant {o compore prices in Calgary, but I
think that 1f w2 talk about rezstricted developnment areas which are in nany
instances zone distance as vet fren the Loundaries of Ednonton, you're in a
ballpark figure.

MR. PLAKCHE: Mr. Chairman, in that this is in our chairman's s
thought naybe a couple of observations might be uszeful to the dslidesrations of

the group.
Lot prices in the ar
daittedly thev're ser
haven't been there, th

ea run, Mr. Hotley, about $1,000 a front foot.
viced, but that's about what they run. For tThese uvho
2 park enjovs sone natural boundariés. There 1
escarpnent on both zides of the Fish Creek Pa which gives it a clea
definable north and zouth boundary running
there i3 the Sarcee Indian Reserve and the et ¢
leave this out would sinply be to interfere uwith vhat othe
natural boundary to the park. I guszz it waz *}

nade the decizion that it would bs a share at this stage
wuch noney, to have mads an obhviouszs exclusicn ¢f a piece of ben
wnich sinply finizhes what was bepun.

-

|

"R, R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman., to. the ninistexr. 1In licht of the discussion we've
had ¢n this matier, could vou or one of vour depurirmental oZfizizls tell us
what vaz the goveranent's last offsxr on The land? IF you can't t211 us nou

! 2
could vou get the infornation for usz?

UkCyFICIAL
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MR. THIESSEN: I think I'd have to zeply by savi

s

n
for the purchase of that land would conctitute our lazt of
MR. R. CLARK: bhat was that?

when one iz into expropriation

n
t
figuresz. Thisz rmay come cut in the p
hand one way or the other, unless co

MR. COOXSOM: Mr. Chairnman., we have a bit of o proklenx in th
i i s

MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Minizter, I can understand that point of view, depending
upon where the expropriati t right now. Have they held the
hearing?

MR. THIESSEN: Mo. The exanination for discovery iz zcheduled for late this
year.

MR. R. CLARK: That's the exanination as to uhether the province can nzake a
case for the expropriaticon? Is that right?

MR. NOTLEY: The three propexties.

MR. THILCSSEN: No, I'm talki

The exanination for di y

December. It's at that tin
ng

g specifically about the IMa
y prior to going to trial v

that they will be =xaminin
turn will be exanmini e

MR. R. CLARK: Deces the province have the occupancy of the land yat?

MR. THIESSEN: The Mannix fanily is still in occupation cf the land, although
the province has pozseszion of it and is doing sone cf the planning for the
recreational developments that will take place starting next yeax,

hat conmes up will deterxnine two things:
trong case for whonccever has

MR. R. CLARK: So that the hearxin
s 2 s
it, when we can expropriate the land;

one, whether the province ha
been appointed by the province t
and secondly, what the value is.

MR. THIESSEN: Mo. Trere's no question on whethexr ve ¢
That part of the decizion is behind the government. 1
what evidence they have and whether we agxee with certa
making, and alszo what evid:ﬂcc uve have and whether they

s

this tine the lauwyers will be determining on vhat issu

ooriate the land.
aply to determins

MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairnzn, to the offi
pecople from thon we are expropriating t
how can that pocczibly jeopardize the go
the governreni'z last offexr i3?

MR. COOKSGH: Mr. Chairman, I sinply nake that comrent, perhapc without due
thought to it, in that I . . .

o

» ? p TN
M. R. CLARX:® I agree.
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iX. COCKSON: . . . am concerned -~ gimi
divulglng figurez. I can't sce any probl
last eoffer. I don't think that would b

c
Y
™
L)
Q
1
e o
2
O

MR. KHAAK: Mr. Chairman, on a point of orxder

Zer, The queztion ¢f the last offer
iz really not a peint related to the Heritage Savings Trust Fund. I think it
has aluays been ceneral government neolicy that a negetiation withcocut a final
result should not be disclozed becauze it affects other negotiations being
carried cn at the samre time. MNith duz resmect to Mr. Clark and the ninister,
I would not like this ceomnittee to zet a precedent where acstual negotiations
are disclosed, even 1if they have broken down, because that affects other
negotiations. It's not directly related to the Heritage Savings Truzt Fund
and the use of that money, because the expropriztion figure will ke final.
It's not a precedent we should establizh in this comnittee, and it's with

respect.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dzfore aszking the min
order, are there any peoints of disc
order?

ster to recpond to Mr. Knank'sz point of
sicn from the committee on the point of

€ B
8]
3]
'.l

MR. HOTLEY: On the point of order, Mr. Chairman. It seens to me there is a
differznce batueen the protracted negotiationsz which have ozcurred over siw
vears -- and we're not asking for a blou by blow account -- on one hand, and
the anmount that has to be deposited when expropriction proceeds, uhicn is the
depositing of public money. We are now into the formal procedurez of
evpropriation.

My nomory could be wrong, hut as
ninister gave a figure for two or t
without zingling out the individual

call last yvear it seens to ne that the
2e parcels in total; the anount for those
©

I
hx
parc

1z, It would be acceptiabls to re if
we had the figure that has in fact been depeozited for the expropriation so0, as
a connittee, we know uwhat kind cof draw there will be on the heritage trust
fund, because we ncow have three expronriationz that are under uay here.
Obviously the fundz have been deposiied with the courts in all three.

; AIRMAN: Mr. Clark, speaking to IMr. Knaak's point of order, and I prefer
that i%f be a coeanent, not a question.

"R. R. CLARK: I have thought abeo

u of order made by the hon. renmber,
and I den't think the point is worth conn

o
[%
ting on.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Iz there any further discusszion on Mr. Knaak's peint of ordex?
ister, did you uich to rcspond?

=
H
Jor
pol
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MR. CCOCKSOM: blell, Mr. Chairman, except o
I dzn't have the egal background to dotern
w T enber for Ednonton Hhiten

say again in a dilenna in this area
inz2, and I think the caze haz besn

noJust wcndering thether, in view of thix dilenna, it wouldn't b2
sufficient to indicate to the ceomaittec the nost recent prices paid for
property in the r2lative area. That, I guess, ic public information, and
although it deesn't deal with the zpecifiic property. that inforaation iz

available.
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"R, KRCTLEY: Mr. Chairmzn, to go cne steop
deposited for the itnrce propex
MR, COCKSCH: I den't Xnow how

t uould b2 the ceonposite amount that w2 are lozking at Zox the
MR. COOKSON: I don't think I would

speculation cn the prices oifexad
roperties. That would be a suffici

lkhat I'm afraid of, ir. Chaiznman, iz tha: Lt nay chinge T
expropriation, which I think rmight be to the dotriment cf the
itzelsf. Heoweverxr, the figures for properticz that have been purchased in the
relative area are public informntion, and I think uve could get +

M. CHAIRMAN: As chairman, I would like now to intecrject in this discussion of
Fir. Xnazk's point ¢f order. In his peint of exder Mr. Knaak hos raiszsed both
*20 quection of law and his interpretution cf precedent. The minister has
also ralzed his adalttedly preliminary undersiandins ef that point of law. I
ould like to suggezt, uas a tenet of rezoluticon, gilving the pinister tine,
subzeqguent to hisz appearance today, to confirm with hiz deparinesnt as well as
his legal counzel az to that point cf law that has heon xoized, and then
recpond appropriately. perhapz with a uritten communicaticen to nmeo, whizh
conmunication I would make available to the ceommitiszz, after uvhich we then
deternins wiat furthezr a2stion, if anv, should be taken. Iz that agreezndble to
ithe connittee?
AH EOM. MCIMBER: Agreed.
2. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairnan . . .
MR, CHAIRMAN:® Are vou zwveaking to mv suggestion, i1z, Clark?

M2. R. CLA
1

-
1.
LY

Kt Yes. 1 find it agreeable, #r. Chairman, s leng as w
carly on what I'n talking about, znveay. That iz, what
cffer the government nade to the iMannix fanile?

HR. CHAIRMAN: Yes. I don't think the point of vour guestion h
or lest, Mr. Clark. Are you happy with that reseolution, Mrz. Coolkzon

. COJXS0N: Yez. I see no problen.
M2, N3ITLEY: PMr. Chairman, on your propesal. I think it's a rensonable one. I
would, housver, ask the ninister if he would be premared to cone back, should
the cormnittes @zlk hin, bacauze chbvicusly cone of the guid jro cuzos ¢f this kind
of thin aat if we don't like tha 1 ) i i

s

]
9
rt
~

MR, ‘OOX?OR= fir. Chairnan, I leav o lth2 connittee. I don't think though
that 1t needs to be a requirssent to cone bucl
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MR. HOTLEY: That's true. It'z up to the cormittee. Ho one is
there should he an autonatic arrangement that vou cone back

present infermation vhich in the view of the comnittee iz inforna
to pursuz, then I 1hink veou chould be prepared to come back

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yez, Mr. Notley and Mrz. Cookson, that of couszse does not
represent a departure from nornal procedurﬂs of this or any s
coamanittee. It is. however, a procedure in this case that I would want to

defer judgment on until we receive that cornunication to determine whether or
er!

s =chedule on anctner

not it iz appropriate to interrupt the ninist
occasion.

MR. KHALK: Mr. Cheirman, if I xemanber in the sh hat I've heen here,
it's alnost an inconiroversial rxule that -if a matter iz before a couxt., or
other legal proceeding, you do not comment o < o

connittee of this House.

Firzt of all, the quo ction of what the last offer was is totally irrelevant
to the Heritage Savings Trust Fund, and it's a notter of general public policy
that you don't ;gclou those kinds of natters. The second point iz: +th
matter iz before a legal proceedings, and when it is, it comes out of th

hands here. lle will have the anzwer anvuav vhen the award comes down. NWhat
happened in between and vhat the cifers wa2rxe arx i relevant to
anvthing this connittee has to do becauvse the decision haz been nade to put it
through expropriation and that resolved the matters in proce

3
[

uze Or in a

1

-

o
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icagree both with the minister's needing to respond, or even think
r ha should respoend vhat the laszt offer was, or having an

on to conme back to rezpond to that cuestion. I

on should be nade I think the question si

think we zhould procced.

alieve thiz is the
uvld ba ruled out of

o i3

MR. CHAIRMAMN: Discuszicn of Mr. Knaak's renmarks.

MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, I sinplv would prefer to rely, frankly, upoen the

legal advice of legislative counsel or the legal authoritiss of the Daparinent

of Environment c £ the . for Edrmenton Whitenud
i i + s or

2 o+
=-
4]

n I would on the advi
I think, becones the

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Knaak, of course, is trained in the lzw and I respect his
judgnent, but by the same token I teoo would be reassured by an independent
legal opinion, presunably from within the departmenti, and I leave that to the
discretion of the minister.

I would now prefer a change in the direction of the questioning.

]

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

MR. NOTLEY: Mr. Chairman, if w2 can neove into a different areca, I' d like to
nove inte the irrigation diszcussion; just a couple of queostions to the
minister.

Are thexe any changes boing propozed now, iMr. Minister,
trust £

oA

und conmitnent to the irrigation program as a conse
rcport. cr has the depaztinent had an cpportunity to digest

dizeouzs 1t with the Daparineant of Agriculture and alzo the inv
ccnmittee’

S
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MR. COO0XSGM: Mr. Chairran, I think it wvould ke a 1ittle premature to rezpond
to that gueztien. Perxic I could zay fer the infernation of the conmnittee
that $200 nillieon was allrc ted towards izrxigaticon in the province fron the
Heritage Savings Trust Fund, part of it for forizuliure and part cf it for
Eavironment. & nunber of thoze projecis are ongoing. They are not affected
in on2 way or another by the 0ldman report. Az you probobly know, the Oldnan
repert rezonnonds gquite a subztantial incresaze in the amcunt of funding uwhich
would be required to upcate, zo the euestion then arizes whethsr ve zhould
prozzced to acauire that from the fund or fron cur cun Envirsansnt and/orx
Agriculture operation revenues. That decizion will eventually k2 nade. Until
then we have allocated the report to internal committees. The particularx
connittee will be reviewing and, heopefully, sonetine in 1980 a recomm=ndation
will be rade through ny cnpartrent fzr the type of Zunding and the kind of

expansion that we would reccnrneand.

MR. MNOTLEY: Mr. Cha

The recomnendaticns then with

i X
respect to rehabil;titlon will be coning from your doxpartnent, or with respect
0o the hcaduorks inprovenent? My underzianding fren last year is that the
headuorks inp:ovcnent waz to be a heriinge investrnent genszally undarx the
purvicw of the Deparinent of Envirenrani, and the rehabilitcaticn and erxpansion
would be under the Departnent of Agziculture.

MR, COCXS5C0N: That's correct. In the r
to extend the headworks, uhich haz to be s
extend the headuorks, then vou'ze involved ui
you ueren't normally involved in; it uvas A
vour statement is correct.

e i3z a reconendation
r Yly. If vou

icn in an area that

o other than that,

MR. NOTLEY: Mr. Chaixrnan, to the minizter. I appreciate the fact that both
departnents are coing to have to uvork very c r a I
appreciate the fact that it'z unrealistic to expect a definitive positicen
A
(al

today on the ECA repoxt.
4o
“

total of the studicz would be to date? I'n

n
would be absolutely within a cent corzect, bu
have zpent to date

Houever, is the minister in a pozition to outline what fundzs from the
heritage trust fund. if any, have boen invezizsd today in the prososed Three
Rivers dan? Haz any roney at all been invested in that parxticulaxr project, in
a prelininary cense, engineering ctudiez, vhat have you?

MR, SOLODHUA' Mr. Chairnan, the only r~oneys that have beoen spent on it were
for studies and evaluation of the site. I don't have the figure for the
anount of neneyz that were gpent cn inveztigation and suzveyz, put that's all.
M. KOTLEY: lould you be able to give us balloark figuxe as to what the

t

FR. SOLCDZUX: I could probably give vou a ballpark Zigure that would reflect
the total studics az conducted by the nmanagonent comnittes, and I would think
that if vou threw out $1 nmillion that wsould Lo it.

That would include all the studiez of the Three Rivers, tha Fori Maclecds. the
Brockets, the Mud Lale, and the Terty Mile Coulee, the whole total package of

ztudies that uvas prepuared for the hearing. It wonld probkably beo in the range

of $1 nmillion.
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M. HOTLEY: Mr. Minister, it would be a correct aczumption, ther, to zay that
at this time there is a freeze, if you like, c¢n any further developnent of

ites until such tine asz the government hazs digested the ECA xeport an
ne to a decision on the reconmmendationz in the report?

MR. COOKSON: Mr. Chairman, that would be a fair statenment. We are restricted
in the stage at which we can proceced until that's conpleted.

MR. BRADLEY: Mr. Chairman, to the niniszter. I thirk to some degree ny

questions have been clarxified by the answer of Mr. Solcdzuk. The question
from the Member for Spirit River-Fairview inferred that there was just one
site being studied, and I understand there uere nine specific dan sites plus
15 to 20 off-streanm storage sites which were under conzideration, and that any
ansuwer should be given in the context of the overall study on the 0ldman River
bazin and not one specific site, because we aren't at a peint to nake a
decision. The context of the studiss was on a number of sites, not one
specific site.

MR. R. SPEAKER: Mr. Chairman, to the ninister. You indicated that in the
spring of 1530 you hope to have some type of government position with regard
to the ECA report. Could vou =laborate on the typss of things we could expect
as recormnendations in the spring of 193C¢? MWill they just bs related to the

report? Will the recommendations encempass other irrigation dis t

iczts
well? Because I think you and, I am sure, your depuly ninizters undercz
that policy positions with regard to the 0ldaan study have inplications to
each and every other diztrict in southern Albexta. If we apply the $300
=illion to the Oldnan area, we can apply $300 nillion to othexr areaz as well:

the eastern irrigation district, the Brooks area, et cetera.
We're talking about a large zum of noney being expended fron the Heritage
Savings Trust Fund, so I would be a little mors interesited in the tvpe ©f

reconimendations and policy positions which we can expect in th2 spring of
1580.

MR. COO¥XSON: Mr. Chairman, I guesz I'll bz interested in that too. I think
it's fair to say that I wouldn't be in a positien at thiz tine to expand on
thz kinds of recommendations which will be mads, hopefully -- and again I say
hopefully -~ in the spring of '80, becauzes this thing has been going con for

i 3

n

sone tine. That's why I would like to zZero in on sone t1i rane. I know
it's not always possible, but, to the Menber for Little Bow, I think that it
would b= premature for ne to *ecowﬂend folicy or direction because it would
prejudge uha; the internal comnittees will be deciding themselves. He might
hzve sone observations or dlreCtlon for us, but I think it would b2 too early
for ne at thiszs stage to make conanent on that.

MR. R. SPEAXER: I'd like to clarify ny question to the ninister. I wasn't
azking what Xind of recomnendations are coning forth. I was acking at this
tine what kind of direction has been given to the departrent with regard to
the ctudy. Are vou asking the departrment to ceome back uith reccnnendations
regaxding the Oldnan study only, or arze vou asking the departnent ot this tine
to cone back with recommandations for each and every irrigation arsa of
southern Alberta, because w2 could do a gat

study on the bow Rlvcr ir
dizstrict and comz up with evactly the gane kind of recomnmendaticns
limited in their irrigation arca at the present time. They need enlargcnent

M



-119-

of canals fren <t
tine, and ex=pena

I'n asking at
your departnent?
ef

)

ned enceonpacssi
hisg T
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point.
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MR. COOKSCH: Thankszs verv nuch for clarify!
terns of refer e

ence are to deal with t-
has to have a braring cn the total i
South Saskuatchewan basin study which iz in the
and all the other factorz invelved
2y the way,
internal connmitiee in
fron acrozz thc provi

i n
input, az also will the Depaxine
and heavily involved in the pr

M. COOXSOM: I don't think that's a correct ztatanent, Mr. Chairman? Aoy
reconmendations or concluziong that thiz particular comnittece and, by the way,
the irrigation council of Alberta will nake uwiih regzrd to the 0lda=zmn hearings
and repoxt will take into consideratizn the teial zituaticn in the province,
and it may be the preluds to rmore hearings. T hope it isnt't, thouch.

MR. R. SPEAKER: A supplemszntary, Mr. Chairaan

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mx. Speakzxr, mav

I 5@ t thiz perhaps be vour last
supblementary con this line, follecwed by Mr. Bradley's supplenentary, uvhich I
presune will be on the sane topic.

MR. R. SPEAKER: Mr. Chairnan, to the rninizter, then, just for clarification
after giving thiz information. The policy pozition which will be enunciated
by the governnent in the zpring of 1%30 will include a policy pocition that
will relate to all irrigatieon disiricts, uvnich 2ill be policy zeflectied fron
findings of the 0ldnan gc*udy repoxt. Iz that correct?

MR. COOXSON: 5 es with

. Chairmzn, any reccnnrendatio
ldnan resport will take into
lens of the province

5 that the governnent nak
Ld tion ceoxtainly ths total

MR. P. SPEAKER: So, o the nminizter: potentially it could be coning back to
our conmittee and azking for over $1 pillicn-uosrih of funds to bring
irrigaticn districtzs up to &80 per cent cffizienzy with regaorxd to
rehabilitation. Potentially 13 that pozcible?



MR. R. SPEAKER: That's happencsd before.

MRX. BRADLEY: Juszt for scme clarification on thiz whele question as to the
dispersicon of KEeritage Savings Trust Fund fund~s en irrigaticn in zouthern
Alberta. There are tuo conponents: thers i1z the Alberta Agriculiure component
and the Alberta Envirenmernt compcnent. Could the ninisier advize: zre there
funds being expended by the departrment in all the irrigation diztricis in the
province with regard to headworks? I an thinking particularly of the EID and
the WID which are in the Bow River basin; not the 0ldman bkazin. I think the
line of quecctioning from the Menber for Little Bow has taken the entire focus
of the Environnent allocation az on the Oldaan. Iz it not true that funds are
being spent in irrigation disztrictz other than the Cldman River basin?

MR. COCKSOM: Mr. Chairman, perhaps ny deputy might want to expand on that
question from the Member for Pincher Cresk-Crowsnest. But $200 niilion fron
the heritage truzt fund has been allocated to Agriculture and Envirzcnnent fox
all irrigation in the province, and in that respect I would think ihat the
Irrigation Council, which iz made up of a cross section of all the irrigation
districts in the province, uvould make sure -- and they are
those funds are expended in a fair, equitable nanner throughout the
area

;

As to zpecifics, I den't have those figurez. Mr. Solodzuk, would yveu like
to expand at all on the question?

MR. LERADLEY: lMr. Chairran, if I nay just further (inaudible). Do=s not each
o ict in the provirnce apply ecach vear for funds fron the
Trust Fund, either through Alberta Agriculture and Alberta

ri
u KN

MR. SOLODZUX: As I underctand it -- and I an speaking of cour
ny knowledge on the operation of the progran adninistere
Agriculture -- yes, this is true. Every irrigation dist
for the rahabilitation of their distributicn zysten. As
every irrigaticn dizstrict in Alberta is allcozated certain s
fornula on the basiz of area, their ability to pav, and that sor
So that iz, ves.

As far as Alberta Environmant is concexrned, and that is on head
improvenent, we are expending noney on headuwoxksz that supply uwat
irrigation districts. Specifically then, uith the easterxrn irrigation
district, roneys are being spent. Howsver, heritage noney has not been cpent
at thiz tine. Buf roneys are being cspent in the EID undar the irrigatio
rehab. agreement that the province has with the federal governnent. Undsr
that agreemsnt the governnent scught to include the two najor projects in the
EID as of high priocrity. OCne is the Brookz aqueduct, and the other one is th
Baszano dan which is perhaps a misnonmer because it is really a weir across thn

x

2

river. Thoze two are under the definition of heacuwo x
is by agreenant with Canada to upgrade thesse structure T
Alberta negotiatzd uvith Canadn to acsume the total responsibility
irrigaticn in Albe

As far az the queztion of the of the B.R.I.D. is cencexzned, vyes, heritage
noneys are being spent on this, bscause of course we in the departnent are
responsible for da2livery of water from the Bow River to the Littls Tow
reservolis, thich is dounstrean of Travers dar. We are maintaining and

UHCFFICIAL
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delivering the woter. It!
areaz. We have zone slider

I hope that clarifiesz the zituntion.
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MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to nove on to a new area. If reall
flows from the third parayraph of page 20 of the annual report whare it
about land reclamation recearzch. My quezticn ic! what rind of research
going on in the area of the zands that are left after Syncrude exiractis
then? I assume that some work is being done in this area, uhen wa're lo
at another plant at Russzellville, about &2 or 92 rmilez rnoxth of Fort McM
and we already have two on ztream. ilhat kind of uwork are we doing in th
area? Can th2 minister or hiz officialz be rather zpecific with regard

funding that's gone into that specific arsa?
r

MR. COOKXSOM: Perhaps I can just answerx, I'r
ragarding r
zpring of this
natching the federal gov
corractly -- with an crgani
Environnental Rezearch pro
deacidad to withdraw from t
funding. The province itzel
conmenced by the two governnmen
It night be possible foxr one of ny peopl
date ox during this yoar, I'm not sure.

Chairnan, in a genarn
he connittee probably
- I think we uvere

-

i
-
et .

MR, SOLODZUK: Mr. Chairaan, there are probably two, or perhans even thre

until

C,

activities in reclamaticn reszearch and of course cne is the AQOSER prcgran.
A

Howaver, the total reclamation reseaxzch of the Alberta goveranment iz co-
ordinated under cne adminicstrative vnit. The need for research, uwhether

in the o0il zandz or in other areas, 1z basically co-erdinated by this un
which iz hcoused in the Departrnent of Enersy and Muitural Resosurces. The
then reports to our reclazation council which, of course, then nonitor
indz and types of ressar:zh ihat aze to be conducted by the Alberia
governnent. Of courze prrit of the $5 nillicn that yeou refearxred to is
dedicated to reseaxrch. W2 did t undex the znuspicez of a total
ordinated approach on reczaarch, a study on the oil zands and the nateria
handling problem of oil sands reclamation. Thiz was agzain a joint effox
Energy and Natural Rezources, the Depariment of Envircnment., and the AGS

progrz

1 uill nouw turn it over to Mr. Thiezsen, becauze ha is the one who heads
ndex

the task force to get this major study unde

MR. THIESSENM: Juzt as an elaboration o tha

t NMr. Solcocdzuk has zsaid. the
reclanation research iz co-ordinated under the land conservation and
reclanation couvncil within the Depaztrant ¢f Envirorment, and under that
1z a reclamation research co-ordinating cormnittee ubich iz an
interdepartmentasl committee fron o variety of governnent deporimerntis.

0f the major rezsarxch wark that has koen done, one doalz vith the nate
handling of the oil zands, and this report zhould beoconms avalilabl
next zaveral noentl It lcoXxs .t the various uwavs and means in
] dled, how they can best be re

135
cpent oil zand tail.ng: can e hun
r
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oy

ferent neanz of extracting the oil zands impact on the ultimate roclanatien

that land.
Scne of the othexr studies being done are analyiez of “he variou
charzacterictics of the nuskegz and the paat nor v ova:lable vp there, what
e e

cif
of

e}
cernbinations of sand, overburden material, and roskey zre n
to develop a good growth mediun. Ue're also looking at n
cpezies to detexmine how effective they are for the uz
land. So there iz a variety of studies underway. So
started this year, so that the expenditures in the 9
only the beginning of the project. The expenditures i
greater in that regard.

o
o u

i
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b= R - o)
n
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MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, to the mninister and his officials. MWhat is the
t of the nmajor study, though, the one dealing with material handiing that
1l be finished in a few months, and who has done it?

MR. THIESSEN: The cost of that study will be in the order of $750,050. I+ was
a consortium of Techman Ltd., conszultants, of Calgarvy and of Rheinbraun-
Consulting GnbH of WHest Germany. They had earlier done & sinilar study on the
Plains coal rmining, and as a result of the werk they did thare we conmiscioned
then to do this larger study on the o0il sands.

2. R. CLARK: Can you give ucz sone kind of ballpark figure as to uhat
connitment of funds we now have in this area of research dealing with raterial
handling problens, but also reclamation? Do ue have $5 nillion connitted %o
this area, or are we looking at $10 nrillion? MWhat are our comnitrentsz to
date?

MR. THIZSSEN: In the current fiscal year the 2allocation for the reclanmation

t is $5 nillien, of which I would say $2.5 million to $3 nillion nay be
ded on actual reclarmation projects that were discussed earlier., and
1y

MR. R. CLARK: Of that actual reclamation research, how nuch is dirscted to the
tar sands.

MR. THIESSEM: In this fiscal year it probably uwould be in excess of half of
that allotnent.

MR. R. CLARK: So we're lecoking at about $750,000 a year for this ysax?
MR. THIESSEN: That's right.

MR. R. CLARK: What percentage lazt year, Mr. Thiessen
g

[

M. TUHIESSEM: It probably was a greatexr pzrcentage last vear because oux
overall research progran only got actively under way last year, and a lot of
the allectment was used in getting this particular study under way. So it uwas
prebably a greater pexcentage. I can't offer you an exact percenitage at this
tire.

MR. BRADLEIY: Mr. Chairnan, I have a supplensntary to the minister with regaxd
to the land reclamation projects, particularly with ths aspest of acquiring

UNOFFICIAL
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land to carxry on theze recluration projecizs. I an thinking particularly in
t < oot
the Crowsnest area. It is nv undorctanding that normally hieritage Savings
Trust Fund nonay under the land raclzomatien project divizien would only be
r
exrendad on Crown lands or lands whiczch the Crown hag purchazed. In zaore

cazez, if it iz thought to be dozirak
reclain certain parcelz, coal =

9]

]

[l
o=t

owner of the land is reluct ¢ s rown, how do2o the
governnent approach thoss sorxrtzs of situatiens uhexze 1t'sc desirable to reclain
certain preporties, but they are not in the owne-zhip of the Crown?

M. COOXSGN: I think, ilr. Chairnman, that the policy has aluavs been that it
has to be in the name of the Crown, or public land. But again, I guesz therxe
ars some exceptions to that. In the caze of the area that the tenber for
Pincher Creek refers to, any reclamation wzuld, I zuspose, be clazsified as an
exception to the general policy. It probzbly can k2 raticnalized in that it
alzo in this caze involwves rerouting of a highway, perhaps not in the specific
area, but I i oin

t
cormnunity ef

7
will go to the people.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Mr. Pahl with a supplermszntazy.
MR. PAHL: My question has been ansuered, thank vou.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Borstad, waz yours a neu question or a supplenmentary?

iR. DORSTAD: A new question.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let's entertain then what perhaps may be a final cupplenentary
o] <

Le
on thiz point fron lir. Clark, then ve'll +o 1o Mr. Borstad.

MR. R. CLARK: Mxr. Chairman, to the minizter and his colleagues, zo that I can

kind of have a handle eon this. b2 have cne major study dexling with this
questicn of material handling going on now for $750,0C0 which will be finished
in the next six months. Thatis the eonly najor cffort that we have undertaken
to date from the ztandpeint of reclianaticn az far a3 tar sonds venturss sre
going? I see all three chaking their hzads.

KSON: Just to ify, I think the menber is referring to funds fron
; 2

MR. THIESSEMN: M21l, of course there have b2en oth
r rograna, and therec a h d

the tic avings Trust Fund., I 't know wvihetharxr it'z falr to cluzsify
or net but, as I menticned eazlier, in analysing the capability
~y

alz that are up there, the s:

¢ nuskeg, what thoss chazacts

» th riztiecs
different cormbinations zupport plant greowih, leoking at some fhe snecies --
the native species especially == how thev vill revasgetats, thers are o varietby
of different ztudies being undarxtaken. They may not individually bs regarded
as major, but I think if one looks at all of then fogether thore's a fairly
conpocite raclaonation recearch preogrzn that iz under way.

'\3’\'..‘FIC.' L ]
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MR. R. CLARK: I nade the conment in regard to the
understood Syd correctly, that well over halif the re
this area lazt year uwere on the $750,000 project. So I ¢ that waszs
major from lasz » and I teok froa the ceonments, and perhap azcurately,
gentlenen, that a sizable portion of the funds that were avallable tnls veaxs
n
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llocated in
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were being used to finizh up this project which will be finizhed in s
Oon'< l. 13

I gueszs it would be very helpful, threcugh vou, Mr. Chairman, to the
ninizter, if we could have a listing of the projectz whizch are pressntly under
way and have been conpleted to date out of this funding, the conpanies orx
individuals who are doing the work, the anount of each, and eithexr the date
they were conpleted or the date that they are anticipated to be connlete.

MR. COOXSO0N: Again, to the IMember for 0lds-Didsbury, we want to confine this
specifically to recearch fron the Heritage Savings Trust Fund, becauce there
iz a lot of money being expended in reclanation, et cetera, Mr. Cha;:nan. by
Environnent and other departmentz, but it's coning fron other sourcaz. I
don't want it to be mizunderstood that we as governnent aren't providing a
large armcunt of funding in this area, and I cited AOSER @z an exanple

You are wanting to know specifically what has besn cxnended f£ron the
Heritage Savingz Trust Fund?

MR. R. CLARK: Yes, as a result of the comment on page 28, undexr land

reclanation. If the ninister wants to supply other infornation ac far as
giving a broader picture cof what's being done in other areas, of ccurse
gratuitous information would be helpful, but the conmittee can just aszk feor
information in this area.

MR. PAHL: Mr. Chairman, I think basically that wes the point I want=d to nake.
I was concexrned that thers be a developing of A1o°rt~ e¥pertise in thiz area,
particularly if we're spending the money, and I thought it right bes helpful to

know what the range of otherxr involv;.e.;s vere. So I think Mr. Claxzk has
rcally covered ny observations.

MR. BORSTAD: My question is on the Leszzer Slave lLalke diversion and
realignnent. and the Paddle River. I'd like to know what anounts have been
aliocated to those two projects, and the status of thoze works.

MR. COOXSCN: Somebody might be able to finc¢ that. I think there is a
reakdeun.

Perhaps I could say this on the Lesser Slave Lake project, Mr. Chairman.
It's eztinated that it would be approxinately an $3 rmillieon investn:ant
totally, and it will potentially clear flooding from something like 50,000
acrez of land that now is subject to fleocding. The funds are allocsated from
the Heritaye Savings Trust Fund, but there are certain stages we have to go
through befora we connence the actual construction.

I think for '79-80 basically we assigned funds for the normal enginesring
studiez wvhich are required to deaternine the proper route, et cetera. There
are two potential routes fcor the constr ctioﬂ of the drainage ccnt*“l axea,
and the studiez peanding at the present tire uwill nake a recomaondation on
whick one uould he accepiable. I think thev're dus Septenber 30.

tull meoney exponded, 1979-30, that's the schedule of activitie

As to the ac 3
and related costz. planning, surveys, river enginsering, land assenbdly,
pipaline and powar relocation, head relocaticn, field invecztigations and
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design, and sone downstrean river bank proteciicn. The zua allozated was $1.5
nillion.
1660-81 iz projected ¢6 million, and the boticn line ig $8.5 nillion.

“

MR. BORSTAD: That's to be conpleted cver tha next three or four vears?
MR. COOXSONN: That's right.

ORSTAD: And you say the complete report will net be in until sonetine in
~

MR, CO0XSCN: The repeort cn the basic zzute, e
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MR. COOKSOM: Mhen Paddle River iz conmpleted it will total $20 nillion. As you
know, it's now in the process of constructicn. It's a fairly nmajor dan. It

will cover tuo secticns, I guess, in total. 2 have seome channelling to do, &
dan to censtruct, and the time frame would be '&3.

3

MR. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, to the minigter. Mhat is the f£inal figure ue have
for costs on Capital City Park?

1MR. COOKSON: lr. Chairnan, on Capital City Park I think the criginal estinate
was $3% nillien, based on 1974-75 dazllars. My undersztanding now is -- and
it's pzactically completsd othexr thian the scienze davelornent part -- that the
botton ficure iz a total of $37 nill;cn. That excludes land, but takxes into
consideration the inflaticnary factorx.

cizate how we can talk in terns of dollars

MR. R. CLARX: Mxr. Minister, I appre
ar and that year. Ulhat iz the fotal anount w2 will end up spending

M. COOKSON: Again you would be referring to the fund fron the Heoritage
Savings Trust Fund?

MR. R. CLARK: The whole tning, Mr. Minister.

MR, COOKZOMN: You would include the total land, »lus construction?

ve you a figure Zor al

MR. SOLODZUX: I'1ll ei 1 the activities excluding land,
because I think #r. Thizczen will cpeak on the land part. We have 2an
expropriztion pending theres a3z uell, co there's a gueztion park thera. On all
the activities including all lhe cemponents of *hie »ark, and we hope thab it
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will be finished, and it zhould be finished.in March 1930 -- that is the
Strathcona Science Park: the other part iz finished, and of ceourse we had the
official opening in July 1978 wvhich net the schedule of completing it uwuith the
Comnmonuealth Games ——- the figure iz $37.5 million.

MR. R. CLARK: It's $37.5 million, excluding the finishing of the science

. . .

MR. SCLODZUK: No. UWe are hoping that this will look after the whole thing.
$37.5 nillion az of . . .

MR. R. CLARK: That's everything except the land?

MR. SOLODZUK: Everything except the land.

MR. R. CLARK: And the land information?

MR. THIESSEH: I would say ue've expended in the order of $5 nillion o $6
rillion on land at the present time. There are two pending expropriations.
Again we don't know what the ultinate conpenszation will be on those. There

still are soveral properties that the city is acquiring.

MR. HOTLEY: How big arxe thozzs properties presently undexr expropriation, if I
could ask that as a supplenmentary?

MR. THIESSEN: In terms of acrez the two are less than 60 acres., I believe,
MR. NOTLEY: lhat would be their value?

MR2. R. CLARK: Mr. Chairman, a supplenentary. $37.5 million plus $56 nillion
plus tuwo expropriationz outstanding?

MR. NOTLEY: Of 60 acres.

MR. R. CLARK: 0f 60 acres. So we're going to be looking at in the vicinity of
$45 million?

MR. THIESSEN: Well, you have to keep in nind on those two expropriaticns we
have paid sone compensation.

MR. R. CLARK: Yes, I appreciate that.
MR. THIESSEN: lhat additional awarxd, we don't knouw.

MR. R. CLARK: So we're looking in the ballpark of $¢45 million when we put the
land and the whole thing together?

MR. THIESSEN: Could be.
MR. SOLODZUK: I would say $41 rillion, $42 nillion.

MR. R. CLARK: $62 nillicon? Didn'i vyvou say $¢37.5 nillion and $5 rillion?

1
o1y
=
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MR. NOTLCY: It really can't be. 3537.5 nmillicn and 75 nilli

MR. R. CLARX: Plus the expropriationz that are cuistanding
{R. COOKSON: Let's go back to $45 millicn,
M. HOTLEY: Lo don!

t
I wonder if I coul
any figures on the 1

or a moment. Do vou have

I gather there will be come inpact on the flcoding problenc in Kinuzo and the
farn land in the crea? How nuven of that vill n one uzable as a reszsult of
this project?

MR. CCCKXSON: Perhaps 3 w
could provide the in ormatlow on the ques
River-Fai*"ihu.l#

~
- ety - 2
l«" "tl. ate that a
-

viz
fron anproxin:tel

tu
agriculture, stabilizing lake levels vould permit expanded use teach and
parx 'aciliiy. To identify the particular azea would take nore detall, but
that’s the estinate.

MR. NOTLEY: Just to follow that up, Mz, Chaiznan. Mr. iMinister, the bulk of
ine land in that area, as I understand it, iz adjacent and noxth of Kinuzo, is
it not? Have there been any changes in gensral regulations az a result of the
developnent of the oil industry in the Swan Hills, which led to the problen
the azca of Kinuso? I recall nmeeting with cone lozal people who argusd that

] ace na £ e c

e
until the Swan Hills cil developnent tcok p
25 or 39 years, and then after

t c
regulationzs or recownencugion: vere rade by the Depazin of Eavironnent, as
to regulations for drilling? Because if we get into a situaticn nou uhere
ve're spending Heritage Savings Trust Fund money —-- and rightly sos I
certainly support the program == it iz a caze of spending public dollars in
laxge neasure becauze cof the oil ewploraticn, at least zo I'a told by local
poople.

MR. CCOXSON: I had =zone trouble tryins to zelots that to ths2 funding for
heritage savings frust, Mr. Chairman. Perhapzs the rmember was adle to bring it
back down to earth by referring to ths rezponzibility indirzsctly. I'a not
sure how vou would rule on that poin £ ny ople cculd

perhaps resgond to that, unlezz thex

MR. CHAIRMA
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Mr. P*unc.u. do
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5 your supplencentary nzssizt vs in th

MR. PLAKRCHZ: I don't Ynow, Mr. Chairnan
I wonder if zomebedy could point out
a

i to rn2 how in the world the oil business
could affect the level of Slave Lak
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MR. NOTLEY: Well, of course, I think with cut lines and what have vou, the
erosion on the Swan Hills i3 increasoed, and Swan Hill lesadz into the river
that gees into the delta, and that's where the najor flocding nas peen.

fiR. COOXSON: I don't know whether thiz was part of a repert of zore connittee,
or part of the Environnent Council's report.

MR. NOTLEY: What I'm ralsing, really, is! ves, it waz touched upon in the ECA
report, but it's really the question of inducstrial activity. If the gueztion
of just talking about the o0il industry is sensitive, let's leook at *the larger

question of industrial activity.
What we have had is subztantial induztrial activ
industrial activiiy has led to seriouvz flosding in

n the Swan Hills. The
he area, znd we nou fron

es. And while no one
fact of the matts
ity to lcok at what

D%
s

bl
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the Heritage Savings Trust Fund are picking up the p
cbjects to that, and I certainly suppoxt this projec
is that it strikez ne that Environment haz scre re
happened nere co it doesn't happen again.

PMR. COOKSOM: lell, perhapsz Mr. Soledzuk could respond to that. 3uif I uvant to

make clear, Mr. Chairran, that one could rmalte that case for many projectz that
are funded by the Feritﬁge Savings Trucst Fund. I'm not e¢xenpting a responce
by us, but if, for exanple, cone wanted fo talke the casz of the Paddie River

damn, one could make thc argument that much of the agricultural asctivity
responsible for many of the problens we're having with ravid run-cfi and

flowz. And, you know, you could go on and on and extend that.

Mr. Chairman, I just want to clarify that point; that if one wanted to
brouden the issue, one could relate rany of our heritage trust fund
expenditures to nany activities of uhich we have soneuwhat limited control. So
I don't know if there has bksen a change in regulatiens. PMr. Solodzuk, do vou

knou?

1R, SOLODZUK: Mr. Chairman, I think probably there are two parts to Mr.
Notley's question, and I would like at least to respend that way. Cne is, I
don't think anybody is going to argue that perhapz developrent within the
bazin has increased to the accelerated zun-off fron the basin, thersby
elininating what would historically be called normal storage within the basin,
and then of coursze draining it down to Lesser Slave Lale. t+ enhancss or
increazez the levels nuch more frequently now than it did historically, and 1
don't think that this is a point of dizpute. I think that I would like to
nake the comnent:® when I use the word "developrment" it includes the to%al
developn2nt of the basin which, of courze, would be the indusztrial,
petrochemical activity in the Swan Hills. But I think also one has to
recognize that the agricultural industry has a part to play in this as well,
and I think that vou'xe wesll aware that work has beon done to reduce the
flooding of agricultural lands on the east and west prairie rivers. They have
been straichtensd out and that sort of thing, zo the ponding effezt has gons:

it just goes into Leszer Slave Llake.
Specifically, then, to vhat have we don

2 in the Swan Kills: we have been
there for a f2w vears now, *trying to get the induciry to clean up iis act, and
Mr. Thieszcen of course was reponsible for initiating this progran, so I will

quecstion.

ri-

azk hina to recpond to tha
it I think it waczs probﬁblv 1273 when w2 £ orned a steering
) n

i
pective incdust s that vere operating there, and for
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approxinately three years w2 had a rather exienzive rfeclaration, Yind of &
clean-up project, in which nany well zites were reclaimod. There always has
been a problen with erozion in that cznersl area. Pipeline riguts of uay we
reseeded, access roads were improved, z> that = lot of the reclanmztion that
waz necessary wag undertaken during that three-year period, and 1t waz ocurx
estinate after that projsect had expirzsd that the bullk of the problen had bee
resolved. There ztill were conme problenm arsaz, but they vere rather

internittent and they could be dealt uwi

It's our cpinion that rnuch of that wo n shed and that the
problen of ereoszion fron the Swan 1illzs iszn't nearly as great as it uvas pricr
to that time.

[MR. APPLEBY: Mr. Chaizrman, Mr. Sclodzuk has commented on ruch of what I was

going to say, but I think we have tc be pretty czutiou %

wholezale evaluation of wvhat causes

recall very wall some of the things
en I was a youngcte before the

forestry developnent ia the Slave La

he flood’ra at L
a e

a the raillroa
back because of the flooding in that crea. Since that tine, of courze, thevw
have noveaed the highway back fxon the Lake o 1 con't think uwe ca o

£ ,
the causes as being exactly the indusirial

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mxr. Appleby's supplenmenia:

y, of course, vaz a cean=nt as oppos
to a quzztion. Doesg the ninis: o ?

respcend to that connent

MR. COOXSON: HNo.

MR. PAHL: Mr. Chairman, a supplenentazy, for clarification. Does that nean
that there were Heritags Savings Trust Fund meneys spent on reclanatien in t
Swan Hills, or was this an activity underxtzken by the oil conpaniez?

MR. THIESSEN: The work that wacs done vas prior o the Heritace Savings Trust
Fund. The bulk of the expenditures ware nade by the ©il conpanies. Therxe
were sonre areas which nad zlready been civen reclanation certificates and th
governnent was responsible for thesz. Dut I kelieve possibly S0 per cent of

the expenditure was nade by the industry.

MR, PAHL: A cupplenmentary, Mr. Chairnan. Are additional reclanmation project
ccheduled to be pick c! up by Heritage Savings Trust fund noney a3 a result
basically of o0il sands developnent?

R, COOXSCN: I would think, Mr. Ch

n
be taken into considerat
provizion under The Land

1

ot n

eclanaticn Act to levvy a de=posit fund against all
industry that disturbs land surfizce. In the adninisiration of that uas arriv
at uvhat ve think uvould ke an acceptable figure por bazrel of oil, ton of coa
or whatever. That iz hold by thz Departrent oF Environnment and then, in the
precess of nining. induntry taYez cver the rezronuibility of raclanatieon, an
our deparitnent cupervices thico.

I think it's fair to z-y, Mrx. Chairaan, ithat the industisy now 135 verv co-
operative. They prcbably came kicking ond zzueanling into the tuontieth
century procesz, wnich iz only natural, bubt ny ecxperiesnce to data in
adnindiztering the fund iz that gonerally speaking it's working vary

i
cucceszfiully.
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MR. PAHL: I'm not suxre if I got an ansusr or not. what I'n really lonoking ot

is the rationale fer reclaiming, az I understand it, old coal mines throughout
the Alberta; the fact that the pzrzon who occupiez the land, or even held the

lease, 1s really no longer availahle to «lean up th: consoquences of his

2 -~

activities. However, in the Suan Hillz oil field, the ozcupation and, I

suppose, the guilty party, if you want fto be necative about it, is knoun and
available. I'nm just trying to establish whether the department has been
successful in having the developer pay for the consequences ¢f hiz action and
update the quality of reclanmation, or are there some gray areas where the
Heritage Savings Trust Fund would ke appliecd to renedial woxks in the Swan
Hills area specifically?

4. COODXSON: Maybe one of ny officials could respond and breaden ny response,
but in general, through the Heritage Savines Trust Fund we are continuing to
clean up gravel sites or whatever that have been abandoned and were not
properly reclaimed prior to the initiation of the funding by the Ezritage
Savings Trust Fund. As to the situation in the Swan Hills, I am not sure.

MR2. THIESSEM: I believe that in the Swan Hills area the bul¥% that was
necessary has been done. lle wouldn't anticipate that there would be any major
expenditure out of the Heritage Savings Trust Fund on ongoing opexations. The
industry is responsible for that, and they are carrying out that vork. It
could only happen where sone prior work had been done which had bsen certified
as being properly reclained and subsequently finding ocut nany years latexr that
it'z eroding, or something like that and wes would have to go b:c} and do
further work. 1In those instances Heritage Savings Trust Fund nonev night be
used.

There appearing to be no further questionz, Mr. Cookson, on behalf of the
comnittee I owuld like to thank you and Mr. Thiezsen and Mr. Solodzuk for
participating with us today.

I night mention to the committes I met earlier today with the Preniex and he
indicated that he would be available to cone when we had coanleted cur tine
with Mr. Cookson, s0 I would like to suggest to the comnittee that ve adjourn
for, say, 10 ninutes, during which fime I would contact the Premier and have
hin jein us at perhaps 10 to 11. Agreced? Thanx vou.

Comunittee adjourned ¢t 10:38 a.m.

UKOFFICIAL



